        187 Jones Street

        ULTIMO, NSW 2007

        Tel: 9212 2739

        20th October 2004

Attention: Anne-Marie Bunting

OBJECTION TO PROPOSAL  DA No: D04/1094

SITE:  18 MARY ANN STREET, ULTIMO

PROPOSAL: ALTERATIONS AND ADDITIONS TO TERRACE, INCLUDING

  ADDITIONAL FLOOR SPACE AND USE OF THE 7 BEDROOM

  PREMISES AS A BOARDING HOUSE.

Dear Anne-Marie

Following our phone conversation I wish to object to the above proposal for the following reasons:

To begin with I question the classification of the enlarged premises as a “boarding house”. Does this mean “a place ...  at which board and lodging are provided”, which is the Macquarie Dictionary interpretation of a Boarding House? Or is it what I suspect may be the case, a backpacker or student house where rooms are let out and the 7 bedrooms inhabited by an imprecise number of people? We see the notices all over Sydney for this share room accommodation.

18 Mary Ann Street backs directly onto our kitchen area and from the design will have a communal area at the back with large doors opening onto a very small outdoor area marked in the plan as “garden”. The added upstairs rear bedroom will also have a window overlooking our kitchen. This  concerns me from the point of view of losing the little privacy we have at the moment. I am also very worried that there will be an even greater noise problem than at present with people gathering so close to our kitchen area where we spend a lot of time listening to the radio or reading the papers.

I have resided in 187 Jones St with my brother for over 12 years. My bedroom is directly above our kitchen and I already have had many sleepless nights from late night/early morning raucous parties being held at the back of the other houses (numbers 14-20 Mary Ann Street) which back onto 187 Jones St. I was in contact with the Council about the problem in 2001 and 2002 and since then have phoned the Police several times when no matter what I did I couldn’t get any sleep. The last occasion I phoned the Police was on 31st July last at about 1.45 am. I had another sleepless night in August before going away for 5 weeks.

Number 18 is even closer to us than the other houses and I really do fear that seven bedrooms housing an unknown number of people  within a few metres of our kitchen and upstairs bedrooms will make life even more difficult for us.

Since the fire which took place in number 18 we also have been aware of the danger of a similar incident occurring and more closely affecting our property.

Yours sincerely

Philippa Burton
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Dear Madam

I am very disturbed by this Development Proposal. The building at present is a basic terrace house which was damaged by fire a few months ago.

This proposal intends to demolish the rear half of building leaving the front four rooms. These rooms will be converted into four ensuite self-contained bedrooms. New construction extending towards the rear and covering the full width of block will build three more self contained ensuite bedrooms (two upstairs and one on the ground floor).

Additionally, downstairs under the rearmost bedroom a “common” (kitchen/living) room will be built. This will have quite an extensive sliding four panel door opening onto the tiny remnant of back yard.

It seems to me that this is overdevelopment on a small residential block that will turn our life into a nightmare.

I reside at 187 Jones Street and our southern boundary adjoins the rears of Nos 12, 14, 16, 18, 20 and 22 Mary Ann St. Already we have had problems with excessive noise and late night/early morning parties from numbers 14, 16 and 20 Mary Ann St. These houses seem to be let out on a room basis with often changing tenants. We experience quiet periods and periods of noisy partying.

This new proposal will greatly exacerbate noise and privacy problems. Seven ensuite bedrooms suggests at least 14 people - on a backpacker basis it could be 28 or more? The new proposed “common room” with glass sliding doors and above rear bedroom window planned for 18 Mary Ann St. face our kitchen window - perhaps our most used room. Crowding of this rear area will be inevitable.

We would lose the little privacy we now have and the noise from even normal activity of so many people gathering in this rear “common” area would be intolerable.

Another aspect that seems not to have been addressed are provisions for fire protection. The recent fire in this very building could have ended in tragedy.

Yours faithfully

John Tuckey

